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onstrate once again the benefits from the
new U.S.-Russian relationship which is
grounded in cooperation, respect, and a
commitment to forge together a new era
of peace.

Today’s meeting followed years of discus-
sion of the KAL tragedy between the
United States and the Soviet and Russian
Governments. The President and other sen-
ior American officials have raised this issue
repeatedly during the last 2 years in an
effort to discover the truth concerning the
deaths of 63 American citizens who were

aboard the flight.

The delegation of American family mem-
bers will continue discussions with the Rus-
sian Government in Moscow this week on
the important issues that remain to be re-
solved, including disposition of the remains
and personal effects of the victims which
may have been uncovered during the Soviet
search effort, the families’ desire to hold
a memorial service near the crash site, and
ex gratia payments to each American family.
The administration supports the family
members in their efforts to reach a final
resolution of all issues concerning this trag-

edy.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the 1992 Winners of the
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Awards

October 14, 1992

The President today congratulates the
five winners of the 1992 Malcolm Baldrige
Quality Award for excellence in quality
management.

The winners in the manufacturing cat-
egory are AT&T Network Systems Croup/
Transmission Business Unit of Morristown,
NJ, and Texas Instruments Inc. Defense
Systems and Electronics Group of Dallas,
TX. The winners in the service category
are AT&T Universal Card Services of Jack-

sonville, FL, and the Ritz-Carlton Hotel Co.
of Atlanta, GA. In the small business cat-
egory, the winner is the Granite Rock Co.
of Watsonville, CA.

The Baldrige Award is given annually, in
memory of the late Commerce Secretary
Malcolm Baldrige, to acknowledge exem-
plary efforts of U.S. companies in instilling
in their workplaces a commitment to quality
products and services.

Statement on Signing the Advisory Council on California Indian

Policy Act of 1992
October 14, 1992

I am signing into law H.R. 2144, the “Ad-
visory Council on California Indian Policy
Act of 1992.” The Council is to review the
status of, and Federal policy towards, Cali-
fornia Indian tribes.

In 1978 the Department of the Interior
established the Federal Acknowledgment
Process to ensure that all petitions for rec-
ognition as a federally recognized tribe
would be evaluated in an objective and uni-
form manner. The process, developed with
the support of the Indian tribes and the
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Congress, provides each petitioning group
the opportunity for an unbiased, detailed
review of its petition.

I support the Federal Acknowledgment
Process for the review of all petitions for
tribal recognition. It is a stated policy objec-
tive of the Administration to restore termi-
nated tribal entities, as appropriate. I do
not, however, support establishment of sep-
arate recognition procedures or policies ex-
clusive to one State. I note that the mem-
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